Upon questioning him, he described the leaf as having a band around the center. I suspected from his description that this was M. mutica (Banded Nardoo).
Upon visiting the site, a community fishing pond on the south side of route 5 at Hughsville, I confirmed my tentative identification and the first report of this species as an accidental, or deliberate, introduction into Maryland waters (Fig. 1) . I was astounded by the incredible density of this species in the oneacre pond. Since this plant spreads by rhizomes, the exact number of plants could not be determined. However, there were tens of thousands of stems in the pond, indicating that this species has been in this pond for a number of years. Although there were stems all the way around the perimeter and some in the center of this 2-3 foot deep pond, the stems were of much great abundance on the north side of the pond next to the road. Although there is a forest dominated by Liquidambar styraciflua L. on two sides of the pond, shade from the trees was almost non-existent on the north side of the pond. Thus the most abundant patches are on the north side of the pond indicating a strong preference by M. mutica for sunlit areas. Common associated species include Typha latifolia L., Azolla caroliniana L., Juncus spp., Carex spp., Cyperus spp. and the algae Lyngbea spp.
Marsilea mutica is native to tropical areas of Australia and New Caledonia. Its ability to withstand the winter cold of a pond in southern Maryland may be due to the deep burial of the plant's rhizomes in the 6-7 inches of silt in the pond bottom.-D. EARL REDMAN, 2615 Harwood Road, Baltimore, MD 21234-2919.
